CAA AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVE

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY Number: CAA-AD-047/2003
CZECH REPUBLIC . )
Airworthiness Division Date of issue- May 23, 2003
Airport Ruzyne, 160 08 Prague 6 The New Piper Aircraft, Inc.
Tel: 420 233320922, fax: 420 220562270 PA-23, PA-23-160, PA-23-235. PA-23-

250, PA-E23-250

AIRCRAFT —FLAP CONTROL —INSPECTION/REPLACEMENT

Applicability: This AD affects the following airplane models and serial numbers that are certificated in any category
and do not incorporate a part number (P/N) 17634-002 flap control torque tube; or a P/N 104622-002 or 104622-004

flap control torque tube assembly:

| M odel | Serial numbers

IPA-23 and PA-23-160 123-1 through 23-2046.

IPA-23-235 27-505 through 27-622.

IPA-23-250 127-1 through 27-504 and 27-2000 through 27-8154030.

PA-E23-250 27-2505 through 27-4916 and 27-7304917 through 27-
7554168.

Effective date: July 10 2003

Compliance: Required asindicated in FAA AD 2003-09-13.

Remarks: The compliance of this AD must be recorded in Aircraft Logbook, where applicable the requirements of this AD must be integrated
into Aircraft Technical Documentation. Addressinquiries concerning this AD to: Civil Aviation Authority, Airworthiness Division, Ruzyne
Airport, 160 08 Prague 6, Czech Republic, tel: 420 233320922, fax: 420 220562270.

Ing. Pavel MATOUSEK
director
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2003-09-13 The New Piper Aircraft, Inc.: Amendment 39-13142; Docket No. 2002-CE-44-AD.

(a) What airplanes are affected by this AD? This AD affects the following airplane models and serial numbers that
are certificated in any category and do not incorporate a part number (P/N) 17634-002 flap control torque tube; or a
P/N 104622-002 or 104622-004 flap control torque tube assembly:

| M odel

Serial numbers

IPA-23 and PA-23-160

123-1 through 23-2046.

IPA-23-235 27-505 through 27-622.
IPA-23-250 |27-1 through 27-504 and 27-2000 through 27-8154030.
PA-E23-250 27-2505 through 27-4916 and 27-7304917 through 27-

7554168.

(b) Who must comply with this AD? Anyone who wishes to operate any of the airplanes identified in paragraph (a) of

this AD must comply with this AD.

(c) What problem does this AD address? The actions specified by this AD are intended to detect and correct damage
to the flap control torque tube, which could result in failure of the flap operating system. If such failure occurred
during landing or takeoff, then a split flap condition could occur with potential loss of control of the airplane.

(d) What actions must | accomplish to address this problem? To address this problem, you must accomplish the

following:

| Actions

Compliance

Procedures

(2) Inspect the flap control torque
tube for cracks, corrosion, wear, or
elongation of the attachment bolt
holes (referred to as damage).

Initially inspect upon accumulating
2,500 hours time-in-service (TIS) on
the flap control torque tube or within
the next 100 hours TIS after June 23,
2003 (the effective date of this AD),
whichever occurs later. Repetitively
inspect thereafter at intervals not to
exceed 500 hours TIS until a
replacement flap

control torque tube or flap control
torque tube assembly specified in
paragraph (d)(2) of thisAD is
installed.

In accordance with sections 3 through
10 of the ACCOMPLISHMENT
INSTRUCTIONS section of Piper
Mandatory Service Bulletin No.
1051B, dated November 5, 2002.

(2) Replace any damaged flap
control torque tube and replace any
wooden end plugs with new plastic
end plugs, P/N 17631-002. Replace
the flap control torque tubes with
either a P/N 17634-002 flap control
torque tube or

aP/N 104622-002 or 104622-004
flap control torque tube assembly.

(i) The P/IN 17631-002 end plugs are
part of the P/N 104622-002 and
104622-004 flap control torque tube
assemblies, but must be obtained for
the P/N 17634-002 installation.

(i) Y ou do not have to inspect the
existing wooden end plugs as
specified in the service bulletin since
this AD reauires the installation

Prior to further flight after the
inspection
where damage is found.

In accordance with sections 3 through
10 of the ACCOMPLISHMENT
INSTRUCTIONS section of Piper
Mandatory Service Bulletin No.
1051B, dated November 5, 2002.
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|of plastic end plugs.

(3) The repetitive inspections Y ou may replace the flap control In accordance with sections 3 through
reguired by this AD may be torque tube assembly at any time, but || 10 of the ACCOMPLISHMENT
terminated after installation of a must replace prior to further flight if |[INSTRUCTIONS section of Piper
replacement flap control torque tube ||[damageis found during an Mandatory Service Bulletin

or flap control torque tube assembly ||inspection. No. 1051B, dated November 5, 2002.
as specified in

paragraph (d)(2) of this AD.

(e) Can | comply with this AD in any other way? To use an alternative method of compliance or adjust the
compliance time, use the proceduresin 14 CFR 39.19. Send these requests to the Manager, Atlanta Aircraft
Certification Office. For information on any already approved aternative methods of compliance, contact Hassan
Amini, Aerospace Engineer, FAA, Atlanta Aircraft Certification Office, One Crown Center, 1895 Phoenix
Boulevard, Suite 450, Atlanta, Georgia 30349; telephone: (770) 703-6080; facsimile: (770) 703-6097.

(f) Are any service bulletins incorporated into this AD by reference? Actions required by this AD must be donein
accordance with Piper Mandatory Service Bulletin No. 1051B, dated November 5, 2002. The Director of the Federal
Register approved this incorporation by reference under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Y ou may get copies
from The New Piper Aircraft, Inc., Customer Services, 2926 Piper Drive, Vero Beach, Florida 32960; telephone:
(561) 567-4361; facsimile: (772) 978-6573. Y ou may view copies at the FAA, Central Region, Office of the
Regional Counsel, 901 Locust, Room 506, Kansas City, Missouri, or at the Office of the Federal Register, 800 North
Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

(g) When does this amendment become effective? This amendment becomes effective on June 23, 2003.
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